dreams of the pipe-of-peace smokers. Like Nietzsche, and,
indeed, many other so-called philosophers, he misunderstood
Darwinism, and thought that civilization could make
progress only by warfare.
Then followed significant and fatal miscalculations of
Britain, Russia and, worst of all, of the Naval situation.
The British Fleet would, of course, be so superior that it
would drive the German warships under the shelter of
the forts and blockade Germany, but Germany would be
in a position to raid British commerce disastrously and
would obtain adequate supplies through Denmark and
Scandinavian countries. Belgium would be part of the
theatre of war, and he sneered at its " paper bulwark "
of neutrality, and thus gave a useful phrase which the
German Chancellor employed in August 1914. In fine,
he scorned the type of diplomacy which would conceal
this aggressive enterprise under pretext that Germany was
merely defending herself against jealous rivals.
The great war, he said, must be brought about by
Germany. She must foment trouble in the overseas
possessions of the rival Powers, and march out with her
drilled forces to world power or downfall.
Therefore, the first duty of every citizen is to the State.
That has a familiar ring in this year of grace 1939 and so
has: " As war is not only an integral part of humanity,
but the great civilizing influence of the world, it is the
duty of every State and of every citizen of every State
to be prepared for war. England is stationary or even
retrogressive in the world's progress. Germany is the
coming world power, who, by her rise, will elevate the
world standard of civilization, art, and commerce, Germany
is, in fact, civilization's greatest asset. Germany's Inevitable
expansion is being jealously guarded and watched by
France and England, who are determined to thwart it
by all and every means."
Therefore, von Bernhardi contended, it Is the duty of
Germany to utilize all and every means to protect her
legitimate interests, and in this world, if might is not
right, it is so alike as to be hardly distinguishable from
it
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